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NO  agp,  perhaps,  has  been  more  distint^uished  for  religious 
investigation  and  inquiry  than  the  present.  Noimj,  perha|>s, 
has  been  more  favorable  to  the  discussion  of  theologiml 
subjects.  Political  agitations  have  subsided,  and  the  piublic 
mind  has  naturally  turned  upon  the  subject  of  theology. 

I  hear  almost  weekly  of  some  new  periodical  publication 
of  this  or  that  denomination,  devoted  to  morals  and^rpligion? « 
And  I  rejoice  in  it;  for  it  is  an  individual  blessing  and  a 
public  benefit.  It  gives  to  all  ranks  of  society  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  compare  the  difl'erent  doctrines  and  arguments  of  the 
various  sects,  and  to  reduce .  to  practice  the  injunction, 

“  Prove  all  things,  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.’'  'I'hcse 
different  publications  arc  also  calculated,  to  lay  a  restraint 
upon  each  other,  by  admonishing  their  managers  to  treat 
the  sentiments  and  arguments  of  those  who  conscientiously 
differ  from  them,  with  fairness  and  candor.  By  reason  of 
this,<hc  uninformed  reader  is  less  likely  to  be  imposed  upon 
by  sophistry  for  reasoning,  and  misrepresentations  for  honest 
statements, — errors,  into  which  many  controversialists  are 
drawn,  by  the  influence  of  prejudice,  prepossession,  and  the 
pride  of  controversy.  I  holt!  it  as  a  sound  maxim,  that 
every  religious,  no  less  than  political  vehicle  of  information 
and  controversy,  ought  to  lay  under  the  restraint  of  a  coun¬ 
teracting  influence,  to  check  the  passionate  indulgence  and 
licentious  liberties  of  the  press.  For  the  soundest  observa¬ 
tion  upon  human  nature  will  confirm  the  fact,  that  no  religious 
sect  can  long  hold  the  prerogative  over  those  who  differ  from 
them  in  opinion,  without  becoming  intolerant  and  oppressive. 

“  Tolerant  when  weak,  oppressive  when  strong,”  has  be^ 
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the  uniform  character  of  man  in  all  ages.  On  this  account, 
therefore,  1  rejoice  to  see  every  denomination  sending  forth 
their  publications.  It  was  for  this  reason,  I  heard  with  satis¬ 
faction  that  the  “  Evangelical  Repertory”  was  in  contempla¬ 
tion.  It  may  prove  a  source  of  much  valuable  information, 
and  serve  as  a  check  upon  some  of  the  publications  extant, 
which  might  otherwise,  unintentionally,  perhaps,  make  wrong 
impressions  on  the  public  mind,  in  reference  to  the  peculiar 
views  which  1  understand  you  advocate. 

I  think  I  have  seen  something  of  this  nature,  in  some  of 
our  religious  columns,  which  every  candid  man  would  wish 
to  have  rectified.  It  gratifies  me,  to  see  sentiments  treated 
fairly,  l^t  me  believe  them  or  not ;  nor  do  I  thank  any  man 
for  starting  a  fiction,  and  answering  it,  as  being  the  sentiment 
of  his  opponent.  It  gives  me  no  high  opinion  of  his  talents  ; 
for  no  man  would  be  such  a  novice,  as  to  set  up  a  system  in 
opposition  to  his  own,  which  he  could  not  overthrow.  If 
any  should  attempt  to  deceive  us  in  relation  to  your  system, 
by  misrepresentation,  we  expect  the  Repertory”  will  point 
out  the  imposition.  For  wc  care  but  little  about  names^  but 
are  looking  for  an  answer  to  the  important  question,  “  What 
is  truth  f’  To  ascertain  this  point  we  read  any  thing  that 
falls  into  our  hands,  which  treats  upon  the  subject  of  the¬ 
ology  ;  and  make  such  observations  upon  them,  as  occur  at 
the  moment.  As  wc  keep  a  little  manuscript  before  us,  and 
write  them  down,  you  may  be  pleased  with  an  extract  or 
two,  which  I  will  forward,  for  some  of  your  future  num* 
bers.  Theopiulus. 


.  ANSWER  TO  THE  QUESTION— WHAT  PROFESSION  f  Sic- 

n  (cONTIWrED  FROM  PAGE  10.) 

QrESTioN — What  Profession  of  Faith,  do  the  Scriptures  teach  us  was  let 
’  forth  and  required  by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  the  belief  of  which  con¬ 
stituted  a  believer  in  the  faith  of  the  Apostolic  Churches  ? 

II.  The  evidence  on  which  this  profession  of  faith  will 
rest. 

It  is  not  only  true  that  all  faith  which  is  genuine,  rests 
upon  rational  evidence,  proportionate  to  the  point  believed ; 
but  all  profession  must  be  made  and  be  founded  upon  the 
same  basis.  This  is  a  fact,  established  by  the  whole  voice 
cf  reason  and  revelation.  It  is  supported  too,  by  a' consider¬ 
ation  of  the  circumstance  in  which  mankind  generally,  but 


niRISTIAI#  PROFEMION. 


19 


particularly  the  members  of  the  Christian  church,  may  be 
placed.  The  latter  may  and  often  will  be  “  asked  a  reason 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  them.”  This  it  is  their  duty  to  «ve, 
with  meekness  and  fear.  But  how  shall  they  frame  such  an 
answer?  It  is  evident  they  cannot  satisfy  the  querist,  but  by 
offering  a  substantial  reason  for  their  hope. 

The  term  reason,  therefore,  has  respect  to  the  testimony 
or  evidence,  on  which  the  Christian’s  hope  is  founded ;  and 
this  evidence  it  is  now  our  duly  to  consider  in  its  various 
particulars. 

In  this  case  a  text  presents  itself,  which  for  distinction 
sake,  may  be  called  a  key  text,  and  of  which  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  make  a  considerable  use  in  our  progress  through 
this  article.  John  xx,  31,  “But  these  things  are  written, 
that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God ;  and  that  believing,  ye  might  have  life  through  his 
name.” 

To  what  does  the  Evangelist  refer,  as  being  written  ?  We 
answer,  the  signs  which  Jesus  did.  What  was  the  high  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  signs  and  miracles  which  he  wrought,  and  of  the 
succeeding  publication  of  them  to  the  world?  We  reply; 
that  we  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God. — Was  there  any  other  object  ?  There  was.  The  ob¬ 
ject  we  first  noticed,  though  really  necessary,  was  still 
nothing  more  than  subordinate  or  subservient  to  another ; 
that  believing  wc  might  have  life  through  his  name.  This 
analysis  of  the  above  passage  gives  us  a  view  of  the  evi¬ 
dence,  on  which  the  Christian  profession  rests ;  while  it  dis¬ 
covers  the  great  end  of  our  faith  in  the  Son  of  God. 

Our  discoveries  on  these  points,  are  greatly  assisted  by 
several  passages  of  .scripture,  explanatory  of  the  method  in 
w  Inch  God  deals  with  us,  as  rational  beings ;  and  likewise 
exhibiting  the  ways  in  which  the  foregoing  truth  obtains  our 
belief.  We  arc  taught  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  “  brightness 
of  his  Father’s  glory  and  the  express  image  of  his  person.’" 
This  text  alone  will  support  the  idea,  that  Jesus  as  an  angel 
of  peace,  and  the  Messenger  of  the  covenant,  possesses  all 
the  divine  qualities  that  dwejl  in  God. 

The  necessity  and  propriety  of  this  exhibition,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  made,  will  appear  from  a  few*  con¬ 
siderations.  1.  Mankind  had  formed  very  incorrect  and 
false  notions  of  God.  It  w’as  to  eradicate  these,  and  produce 
different  views  of  the  universal  Father,  and  thereby  save 
mankind  from  darkness,  sin  and  death,  that  the  Son  of  God 
was  mgnifesicd.  2.  The  gospel  supposes  an  assimilation  or 
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conformity  of  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  in  which  con¬ 
formity,  his  happiness  now  consists,  in  proportion  as  the 
work  IS  effected  upon  him ;  but  there  can  be  no  assimilation 
or  conformity,  without  a  model  or  image,  the  qualities  and 
features  of  which  are  to  be  imparted  to  the  thing  that  needs 
such  conformity.  These  statements  shew  us  the  moral  fit¬ 
ness  of  an  exhibition  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  that  such  an  exhibition  should  be  made  by  the 
Son  of  God. 

There  arc  two  methods  which  exist  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  in  w'hich  w'c  are  rnado  capable  of  reasoning,  and 
arriving  at  truths.  We  may  reason  from  cause  to  effect,  or 
from  effect  to  cause  ;  but  it  is  just  to  remark,  that  although 
one  or  both  of  these  modes  may  sometimes  be  adopted  ;  yet 
some  subjects  require  one  in  preference  to  another.  This 
observation  applies  to  the  case  we  are  considering,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner : — Christ,  as  the  Son  and  image  of  God,  is 
represented  under  the  figure  of  a  stream  from  a  fountain, 
and  a  branch  from  a  root.  See  Psalm  xlvi,  4,  compared 
with  John  viii,  42.  Sec  also  Psalm  Ixxx,  15;  Isaiah  iv,  2; 
xi,  1  ;  Jeremiah  xxiii,  5  ;  Zechariah  iii,  8  ;  and  various  other 
texts.  In  these  instances  God  seems  to  be  pleading  his  owm 
cause,  by  manifesting  to  man  his  own  nature.  This  he  docs 
by  directing  the  mind  to  employ  its  active  powers  by  look¬ 
ing  from  the  stream  to  the  source,  from  the  branch  to  the 
root,  from  the  effect  to  the  cause  ;  and  this  method  applied 
to  such  a  subject,  under  its  particular  circumstances,  has  the 
precminency. 

We  arc  further  assisted  in  a  collection  of  the  evidence  of 
Christ’s  sonship,  by  a  consideration  of  those  moral  attributes 
of  God,  which  of  all  others  are  particularly  distinguished  in 
the  pages  of  revelation.  The  union  of  these  in  Jesus,  places 
the  truth  of  his  filial  relation  to  God  upon  the  surest  base. — 
We  have  reference  to  the  wisdom,  power  and  love  which 
for  ever  characterize  the  works  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
Wisdom  is  a  necessary  quality  in  all  arrangement^,  in  every 
thing  that  supposes  or  contemplates  a  happy  result.  It  looks 
from  cause  to  effect,  and  scans  with  minute  exactness  the 
relations  and  connexions  of  things.  Jt  discovers  all  ob¬ 
stacles,  cither  very  obvious  or  more  latent,  and  provides 
against  every  opposing  cause.  In  these  respects,  Christ  was 
styled  by  the  apostle,  with  vast  propriety,  “  the  wisdom  of 
God.”  But  as  w  isdom  without  power  accomplishes  nothing, 
this  quality  wall  demand  an  accurate  definition.  It  is  that 
by  which  a  system  projected  in  wisdom  is  carried  into 
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uueration.  It  is  that  bjr  which  every  cause  is  made  to  pro¬ 
duce  its  own  ertect,  without  the  least  danger  of  any  frustra¬ 
tion.  In  these  instances,  Christ  is  the  “power  of  (iod”  and 
must,  as  in  his  resurrection,  be  acknowledged  “  the  Son  oi 
God  with  power.”  See  1  Corinthians  i,  24  ;  Philippians  iii, 
10.  lint  as  wisdom  without  power  would  produce  no  valu¬ 
able  end  ;  so  l>oth  united,  without  love,  could  never  subserve 
any  gracious  purpose  ;  inasmuch  as  without  this  exalted 
principle,  they  might  be  emplojed  to  destroy  as  well  as  to 
save.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  consider  the  character  of 
Jesus,  as  set  forth  and  demonstrated  to  man,  by  his  united 
labors  of  love;  that  believing  on  him,  by  the  things  that  are 
written,  “we  may  have  life  through  his  name.” 

The  Christian  dispensation  proposes  as  a  maxim,  on  the 
truth  and  certainty  of  w  hich  w  e  may  rely — “  by  this  shall  all 
men  know  that  ye  arc  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another.”  On  this  proposition  wc  may  with  safety  build  an 
argument.  If  the  uisciple  is  directed  to  possess  love  as  a 
distinguishing  mark  or  badge  of  his  disciplcship,  then  if  the 
disciple  is  not  above  his  Lord,  the  Lord  and  Master  must  be 
known  and  distinguished  by  the  same  characteristic.  In¬ 
deed,  the  founders  of  all  systems,  and  the  systems  them¬ 
selves,  receive,  or  ought  to  receive  our  credit  or  not,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  good  which  they  propose  and  finally  produce. 
This  observation  may  lead  us  to  compare  in  our  minds,  the 
specific  merits  of  ditferent  systems  and  their  founders.  Al¬ 
most  all  have  made  great  professions  of  regard  to  the  general 
welfare  of  mankind;  but  this  is  all  in  which  they  have  in 
any  degree  resembled  the  religion  of  Jesus.  Mahomet,  as 
well  as  many  other  succeeding  authors  of  systems,  could 
profess  much  zeal  lor  the  interest  and  happiness  of  mankind; 
but  his  doctrine  and  theirs  must  be  propagated  by  fire  and 
sword,  by  blood,  incarceration,  tortures  and  death.  Now,  if 
by  these  marks  wc  know  and  distinguish  the  spirit  and  dis¬ 
position  of  such  infuriated  sectarians,  w  hy  can  we  not  by  a 
rule  equally  as  safe,  believe,  receive,  acknowledge  and  ap¬ 
preciate  the  mild  spirit  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour 
of  the  world  ?  Of  such  exercise  of  the  mind,  happily,  w^e 
have  many  luminous  examples.  The  woman  of  Samaria  L 
convinced  ot  this,  that  Jesus  was  the  CJirist,  from  his  telling 
her  all  things  that  ever  she  did.  This  w'oman’s  report, 
though  only  second-hand  testimony,  produces  conviction 
upon  the  minds  of  many  Samaritans.  Ilut  when  Jesus  had 
taken  up  his  abode  with  those  Samaritans,  who  besought 
him  to  tarry  with  them,  then  many  more  believed,  because 


22 


EVANGELICAL  REPERTORT. 


of  his  own  word ;  and  said  unto  the  woman,  now  wc  believe, 
not  because  of  thy  saying ;  for  we  have  heard  him  ourselves, 
and  know  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the 
world :  John  iv,  39 — 42.  What  was  it,  we  inquire,  of  which 
these  Samaritans  were  convinced?  We  answer,  that  Jesus 
was  the  Christ,  and  consequently  the  Son  of  God.  By  the 
force  of  what  evidence  were  they  convinced  ?  By  the  energy 
of  his  word,  which  they  heard;  by  which  they  knew  that  he 
was  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

Having  noticed  these  memorable  instances  of  the  con¬ 
vincing  efficacy  of  the  Redeemer’s  word,  we  may  turn  to 
consider  his  mighty  works,  in  the  general  and  particolar 
views  in  which  they  are  presented ;  at  least  as  far  as  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  admit.  Generally,  we  inquire,  would  these 
prove  sufficiently  strong  to  show  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Not  unless  they  possessed  these  marks.  They  must 
be  the  works  which  no  other  man  did ;  and  they  must  be 
works  of  love,  labors  of  kindness ;  and  performed  upon  an 
ample  scale ;  and  their  benevolent  effect  must  be  extensive. 
You  ask,  why  they  must  possess  this  last  criterion  ?  We  an* 
swer,  that  the  theory  and  practice  of  his  religion  might  be 
united.  He  directed  his  followers  to  love  their  enemies ;  to 
pray  for  those  that  despitefully  used  and  persecuted  them. 
As  without  this  spirit  they  could  not  be  his  disciples,  so  nei¬ 
ther  without  the  same  disposition  would  Jesus  have  been 
what  he  was,  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  which  God  is  love. 
All  religions  but  his  have  been  and  are  contracted  and  par¬ 
tial.  They  are  very  accommodating  systems.  They  charm«^ 
ingly  quadrate  with  men’s  mean,  selfish,  and  malevolent 
spirits.  But  they  possess  no  better  qualities,  no  higher 
marks  of  their  celestial  origin,  than  the  systems  and  disposi¬ 
tions  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees;  the  publicans  and  sinners 
of  old.  If  yc  love  them  that  love  you,  what  reward  have 
yc  ?  Do  not  even  the  publicans  the  same  ?”  The  fiercest 
banditti,  who  live  by  unjustifiable  depredation  upon  the 
rights  of  others,  will  exercise  benevolence  to  one  another. 
But  Christianity  must  possess  more  enlarged  qualities.  Yes, 
Jesus,  thou  Son  of  thy  Father's  love,  we  know  that  thou  art 
the  Christ,  for  thy  works  arc  such  as  no  other  man  did,  not 
only  in  kind  but  in  degree.  The  bungling  and  clumsy  imita¬ 
tions  of  spiritual  Egyptian  magicians  have  all  failed.  The 
rod  of  the  prophet  of  Israel  hath  swallowed  up  their  rods. 
A  minute  detail  of  all  the  “  mighty  works”  which  Jesus 
wrought,  and  which  “  w  ere  written,  that  wc  might  believe 
♦hat  he  is  the  Christ,  the  Sot)  of  God,”  cannot  be  expected 
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iu  so  brief  a  description.  We  have  glanced  at  the  general 
principles,  to  which  the  human  mind  has  reference  in  the 
establishment  and  support  of  a  belief  in  evangelical  truth. 

Wc  may  now  attend  to  a  summary  of  the  works  of  the 
Son  of  God,  as  exhibited  by  himself  on  a  particular  occa¬ 
sion.  John,  who  was  then  in  prison,  had  heard  of  the  worlu 
of  Christ.  To  ascertain  who  he  was,  which  at  present  it 
seems  he  did  not  know,  he  sent  two  of  his  disciples,  saying, 
art  thou  he  that  should  come,  or  look  wc  for  another  ?  Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  go  and  shew  John  again  those 
things  which  ye  do  hear  and  see:  the  blind  receive  their 
sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  arc  cleansed,  the  deaf 
hear,  the  dead  are  raised  up,  and  the  poor  have  the  gospel 
preached  to  them ;  Matthew  xi,  2 — 5.  This,  as  has  been 
said,  contains  a  summary  of  our  Redeemer’s  labors  of  love  ; 
and  the  account  was  intended  as  an  answer  to  John’s  ques¬ 
tion,  and  as  evidence  to  prove  the  character  of  him  who 
gave  it.  No  answer  could  have  been  so  proper,  nor  sub¬ 
served  so  well  the  interest  of  the  cause  in  question.  The 
live  first  items  in  the  account,  respect  the  care  and  attention 
of  Christ  to  the  temporal  and  bodily  wants  of  mankind.  By 
this  is  proved,  that  we  have  not  an  high  priest  who  cannot 
be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities.”  The  sixth 
and  last  article  has  relation  to  our  spiritual  state,  and  de¬ 
monstrates  the  Saviour’s  character  in  a  most  clear  and  con¬ 
spicuous  view’.  “  The  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
them.”  That  gospel  wliich  is  glad  tidings  of  exceeding 
great  ioy,  which  brings  life  and  immortality  to  light,  is  freely 
preached  to  the  poor ;  its  richest  treasures  are  unfolded  to 
the  ‘‘  miserable,  the  blind  and  naked.”  Of  him  who  doth 
this,  wc  may  truly  say,  “  No  man  can  do  these  things  except 
God  be  with  him.  'I'ruly  this  was  a  righteous  man.  Truly 
this  was  the  Son  of  God.” 

As  every  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit,  we  have,  by  this  rule, 
which  we  think  is  not  here  misapplied,  learnt  that  the  char¬ 
acter  and  spirit  of  Jesus  is  best  known  by  his  works.  Wc 
have  seen  that  these  labors  respected  the  general  good  and 
happiness  of  man ;  that  neither  his  w’isdom  nor  power  were 
ever  exercised  to  render  the  world  miserable.  We  have  the 
pleasure  to  believe  that  our  faith  in  Jesus  rests  upon  a  sure 
basis ;  and  that  the  works  which  he  performea,  testify  of 
him  that  “  he  was  the  Christ  the  Son  of  God.” 

W'c  shall  conclude  these  observations,  with  reference  to 
one  or  two  instances,  selected  from  many,  in  which  a  testi¬ 
mony  was  given  to  the  character  of  our  Lord,  being  pro# 
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duccd  bj  his  mighty  works.  Then  was  brought  unto  him, 
one  possessed  with  a  devil,  blind  and  dumb ;  and  he  healed 
him,  insomuch  that  the  blind  and  dumb  both  spake  and  saw. 
And  all  the  people  were  amazed  and  said,  is  not  this  the  Sun 
of  David  ?  Matthew  xii,  22,  23.  Again — And  great  multi¬ 
tudes  came  unto  him,  having  with  them  those  that  were 
lame,  blind,  dumb,  maimed,  and  many  others,  and  cast  them 
down  at  Jesus’  feet,  and  he  healed  them  ;  insomuch  that  the 
multitude  wondered  when  they  saw  the  dumb  to  speak,  the 
maimed  to  be  whole,  the  lame  to  walk,  and  the  blind  to  see : 
and  they  glorified  the  God  of  Israel:  Matthew  xv,  30,  31. 
The  simplicit}’^,  plainness  and  appropriateness  of  these  scrip¬ 
tural  accounts,  prevents  the  necessity  of  any  comment  j  and 
we  need  not  multiply  examples. 

(to  EE  C0NTIM:ED.) 


CHRIST’S  PRAYFR. 

**  f'atfcir^  forgive  them  ;  for  thf*y  know  not  vhal  tluy  do,"* 

And  dost  thou  pray  for  thy  murderers  then,  blessed  Jesus ! 
When  thou  art  despised  and  persecuted  by  the  apo^tatc 
children  of  men  ;  when  the  self-righteous  pharisee  is  plotting 
thy  destruction,  and  the  malignant  elder  is  aiding  the  con¬ 
spiracy  ;  when  the  corrupted  sanhedrim,  blinded  by  its 
prejucfice,  and  depraved  by  its  perjury,  is  exerting  its  turpi¬ 
tude  to  deprive  thee  of  being;  when  all  the  malice  of  infu¬ 
riated  demons  is  bursting  in  a  flame  upon  thy  devoted  heail, 
canst  thou,  O  glorious  Immanuel,  submit  calmly  to  their 
cruelty,  and  fervently  pray  for  their  pardon  and  acceptance  ? 
When  meekness  insulted,  benevolence  betrayed,  and  clem¬ 
ency  persecuted  are  appealing  to  thee,  and  crying  for  ven¬ 
geance,  canst  thou,  in  the  serenity  of  devotion,  and  the  ardor 
of  love,  pour  out  thy  soul  in  fervent  ejaculation,  saying, 
“  Father,  forgive  them  ;  for  they  know  not  w^hat  they  do  ?” 
Yes;  thrice  glorious  and  compassionate  Redeemer,  thy  na¬ 
ture  is  love;  thy  being  is  benevolence.  No  direful  passion 
can  disturb  thy  peaceful  bosom ;  no  feeling  of  revenge  can 
move  thee  to  hatred.  Neither  the  treachery  of  one  of  thy 
chosen,  nor  the  baseness  of  the  Jewish  tribunal,  nor  the 
scoffs  and  sneers  of  surrounding  multitudes,  can  excite  in  thy 
breast  one  feeling  of  revenge,  consigning  these  wTetches  to 
endless  destruction.  During  the  whole  complicated  scene 
of  thy  teniptation,  thy  trial,  thy  sutTering,  and  thy  death, 
thou  loaintainest  perfect  serenity  and  composure ;  relieving 
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the  afflicted,  condoling  the  disconsolate,  and  supplicating 
God  in  be  halt  of  thv  murderers.  O  thou  image  ol  the  in¬ 
visible  God,  we  atfmirc  thy  character;  we  venerate  thy 
name.  With  a  character  as  fair  as  immaculate  purity,  and 
a  compassion  as  boundless  as  the  regions  of  space,  thou  art 
enthroned  in  glory  the  advocate  for  sinners,  entreating  Je¬ 
hovah  to  grant  them  forgiveness. 

W'herc,  in  the  whole  range  of  created  existence,  can  a 
being  be  found,  who  can  compare  with  the  sjiotlcss  IVince 
of  peace  ?  Holy,  compassionate  and  sinless,  he  was  the 
friend  of  mankind,  and  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  Although  in 
his  original  state,  he  was  happy  in  himself,  and  surrounded 
with  blessedness,  still  the  rellection  that  myriads  were  grop¬ 
ing  in  darkness,  corroded  his  beatitude,  and  poisoned  his 
felicity.  The  presence  of  Jehovah  imparted  such  delight, 
and  the  society  of  angels  was  so  cxfjuisitely  beautiful,  that 
the  adorable  Son  of  the  Fountain  of  perfection,  desired  to 
extend  them  to  the  fruition  of  mortals.  He  left  the  abo<les 
of  untold  glory  to  instate  mankind  in  the  regions  of  bliss. 
He  embarked  on  a  voyage  of  painful  solicitude  to  render 
enjoyment  as  extensive  as  creation.  For  this  glorious  pur¬ 
pose,  he  appeared  in  the  world  as  the  child  of  affliction,  and 
died  upon  the  cross  to  lead  men  to  blessedness.  He  is  now 
exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  God  to  finish  the  task  committed 
to  his  trust,  and  he  will  continue  at  the  head  of  his  kingdom, 
till  sin  shall  be  finished,  and  all  creatures  bow  in  penitence 
before  him.  This  slight  view  of  the  character  of  our  Saviour, 
and  the  sufferings  he  has  endured  on  our  behalf,  ought  to 
stimulate  us  to  walk  in  his  footsteps,  and  com[)ly  with  his 
precepts  ;  for  this  is  the  only  road  to  the  regions  of  delight. 

Tlien  let  us  progress  in  our  labors  of  love, 

'I’ill  all  are  instated  in  glory  above, 

To  dwell  with  dear  Jesus,  our  Saviour  and  friend, 

■Where  bliss  reigns  triunjjjhaut,  and  joys  never  cud. 

C.  If. 


WESTERN  ASSOCI.ATION  OF  UNIVER^ALISTS  IN  THE  STATE 

OF  NEW  VOIIK. 

1  he  ministers,  messengers  and  delegates,  constituting 
the  W'estern  Association  ot  Universalists,  assembled  in  the 
school-house  at  Fly-Creek,  town  of  Ot>ego,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment  the  past  year,  on  Wednesday  morning,  June  1, 
1823;  and  opened  the  council  with  solemn  prayer,  by 
voi.  I.  4 
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Ur.  UiicIcrwooJ.  Appointed  Ur.  N.  Stacy  moderator.  Brs. 
S.  11.  Smith,  and  l*itt  Morse,  clerks. 

Circular  Letter  for  1823. 

The  Western  Association  of  Universalists  in  annual  session 
in  Otsego,  county  of  Otsego,  June  4th  and  5th,  1823 — To 
the  several  churches,  societies  and  individuals  in  fellowship, 
and  to  all  of  every  sect,  order  and  denomination,  to  whom 
this  epistle  shall  come:  Wishing  grace,  mercy  and  peace 
from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  CJirist. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord — With  renewed  sensations  of 
gratitude  to  God,  wc  present  to  you  the  doings  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Association,  on  the  10th  session  from  its  first  organiza¬ 
tion.  By  which  "  dl  learn,  that  an  increased  number 
of  ministering  brethren  attended:  that  four  new  societies 
were  added  to  the  association  ;  two  brethren,  who  have  re¬ 
cently  entered  into  the  labors  of  the  Universal  Husbandman, 
not  through  the  instrumentality  of  theological  seminaries^  but 
under  the  divine  tuition  of  him  who  leaches  not  for  doctrine  the 
commandments  of  mcn^  but  who  teaches  and  ‘  speakelh  as  never 
man  spalcef  received  letters  of  fellowship ;  three  brethren 
received  ordination,  and  three  new  branch  associations  were 
established  within  tlic  former  limits  of  this  association.  The 
business  of  the  council  was  conducted  with  that  candor, 
Christian  charity  and  alfcction,  which  shouhl  ever  character¬ 
ize  the  disciples  of  our  divine  Master.  Our  brethren  who 
were  called  to  the  desk,  spoke  with  the  demonstration  of  th(j 
spirit,  and  with  power;  while,  as  if  to  consummate  our  fe¬ 
licity  on  this  happy  occasion,  a  numerous  auditory,  consist¬ 
ing  of,  at  least,  between  two  and  three  thousand,  gave  un¬ 
wearied  and  devout  attention  to  the  word. 

Brethren — Vou  feel  unspeakably  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  that  truth  w  hich  has  happified  3"our  souls,  and 
and  made  them  free.  What  then  can  fill  your  minds  with 
more  delightful  sensations,  and  raise  3'our  souls  with  more 
sincere  exercises  of  gratitiule  to  the  beneficent  Author  of  our 
religion,  than  to  take  a  retrospect  for  a  few  moments,  and 
compare  our  infancy  in  this  part  of  the  heritage  of  our 
Tiord,  with  (he  present  state  of  tlic  Universal  church? 

13ut  a  few  years  have  elapsed  since  the  seed  of  this  bless¬ 
ed  hope  was  first  sown  in  these  parts  through  the  instrumen¬ 
tality  of  the  preached  word.  Eighteen  years  ago  this  season, 
the  feeble  instrument  who  now  has  the  honor  of  addressing 
you.  first  visited  this  w  estern  country.  But  a  solitary  society, 
organized  the  preceding  year,  and  three  ministering  breth- 
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ren,  n13^^c‘lf  making  the  third,  exclusive  of  the  cit}^  of  New- 
Vork,' were  all  that  could  be  mustered  in  this  Slate.  Our 
labors  were  in<lefatigable  amidst  contlicting,  and  to  every 
being  except  those  who  were  able  to  trust  in  the  living  Ood 
who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  discouraging  scenes.  And 
although  some  extren\ely  unpleasant  events  took  place, 
which  shortly  afterwards  lopped  oil*  one  from  our  little  con¬ 
nexion,  still  the  truth  gradually'  took  in  the  minds  of  some, 
and  a?!  enlarged  field  for  laborers  f>egan  to  open. 

In  July,  that  season,  we  a})pointed,  and  held  a  conlerence 
in  the  town  of  Burlington,  county  of  Otsego,  in  w  hich  our 
few  ministering  brethren,  atul  a  number  of  believers  from 
the  adjacent  towns  assembled.  And  seeing  the  want  ot 
lab(jrcrs  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord,  we  unani¬ 
mously'  agreed  to  apply'  to  the  general  convention  of  New- 
fhigland  for  a  visiting  committee,  to  meet  with  us  the  next 
year,  and  assist  in  organizing  an  association  in  this  region. 
Our  prayer  was  heard.  And  the  June  following,  we  met  in 
the  town  ot  Ojlurnbus  as  an  association,  for  the  tirst  lime  in 
the  State  of  New'  \  ork.  A  small  congregation  attended.  No 
consecrated  dome  opened  its  gilded  thmrs  for  our  reception; 
but  the  verdurous  foilage  of  the  forest  constituted  our 
canopy,  and  the  trunks  and  fragments  of  fallen  trees  our 
seats.  'J'herc  we  listened  with  a  rapnire  never  before  real* 
ized  by  us,  to  a  dispensation  of  the  word  of  life.  Our  east¬ 
ern  brethren,  (IT.  Ballou,  B.  Dean,  and  J.  Flagg,)  labored, 
and  their  labors  were  not  in  vain,  'fhe  spark  took,  the 
tlame  began  to  enkindle,  and  the  truth  to  triumph.  And 
although  her  progress  has  not  been  attended  with  that  ra¬ 
pidity  that  characterizes  an  awakening,  founded  upon  the 
fermentation  of  heated  passions,  \  she  has  walked  forth  in 
the  majesty  of  her  strength,  arjti  borne  down  all  opposition, 
(for  every  thing  has  been  opposed  to  her  that  the  ingenuity 
of  tlie  carnal  mind  could  invent.)  not  by  <lint  of  human  lite¬ 
rature,  nor  the  strong  hand  of  civil  authority,  but  by  the 
energy  of  her  mvn  pou'er  ;  till  she  starts,  a  giant,  putting  “  to 
flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  !”  Where  you  then  saw  three 
societies,  (for  three  were  all  that  were  represented  in  the 
tirst  association,)  y'ou  now  see  not  only  threescore  and  six, 
for  this  excludes  the  numerous  societies  belonging  to  the 
Genesee  branch,  but  y  ou  may  look  farther  west,  and  south, 
and  see  in  the  slate  of  Ohio,  societies,  churches,  and  asso¬ 
ciations,  and  even  in  Indiana  and  other  states,  societies 
arising  in  rapi<l  succession  ! 

With  this  view'  before  us,  who,  among  us,  but  must  feel 
their  hearts  glow’  with  those  sincere  exercises  of  gratitude  m 
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“  the  Author  and  Hnislicr  of  our  faith,”  which  shall  stimulate 
to  a  renewed  resolution  to  persevere,  by  divine  grace,  in  the 
lieavenly  calling  ?  Not  only  in  holding  fast  the  profession 
of  faith  without  wavering,  but  by  adhering  inflexibly  to  the 
life-giving  precepts  of  our  divine  Redeemer.  For  in  vain, 
brethren,  do  we  recommend  the  excellency  of  our  religion 
to  the  world,  while  our  daily  deportment  shows  a  total  in- 
diflcrcnce  to  its  sacred  injunctions.  If  you  wish,  then,  to 
sec  the  universal  spread  of  the  gospel  of  life,  show  that 
there  is  a  divine  reality  in  it.  Practise  that  self-denial,  that 
forbearance,  that  unanimity  among  yourselves,  that  charity 
and  love  towards  enemies,  and  all  mankind,  which  it  de¬ 
mands,  and  you  will  exhibit  to  the  world  that  it  makes  man 
happy,  and  they  will  receive  it. 

Brethren  in  the  Ministry, — while  your  hands  arc  made 
strong,  and  your  hearts  glad,  by  the  increase  of  your  num¬ 
bers,  while  the  opposers  of  the  doctrine  you  inculcate  recede 
from  an  ingenuous  contest,  enabling  you  to  take  the  field  in 
triumph,  be  aflectionately  admonished  ever  to  recollect  from 
whence  your  help  cometh,  and  whence  our  victory  is  ob¬ 
tained.  It  is  not  because  you  are  men  of  more  profound 
erudition,  of  superior  natural  endowments,  or  of  more  scruti¬ 
nizing  discernment ;  but  because  (lod  has  been  jjleased  to 
give  you  an  understanding  of  his  truth ;  evincing  the  divine 
authenticity  of  that  sound  testimony,  the  race  is  not  to  the 
suift  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.”  Therefore  be  humble. 
Let  not  the  enemy  get  an  advantage  over  you  by  inflating 
your  vanity,  or  pulling  you  up  with  s[)iritual  pride.  Rejoice 
not  over  a  fallen  enemy,  “  but  rather  rejoice  that  your 
names  are  written  in  heaven  ;”  and  that  you  discover  Salva¬ 
tion  equally  sure  to  all  our  race.  Study  to  maintain  a  meek 
and  rjuict  spirit.  Treat  with  becoming  tenderness  all  who 
o})pose  you ;  and  by  a  “  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,” 
put  to  silence  the  tongue  of  slander. 

To  those  who  are  wavering,  to  those  who  are  seeking,  and 
to  those  who  feel  essentially  opposed  to  the  doctrines  we 
embrace,  we  would  simj)ly  observe,  in  the  fear  of  God,  that 
the  great  object  of  our  pursuit  is  truth.  \V e  would  not  em¬ 
brace  erroi*  ourselves,  nor  invite  others  thereunto.  But  after 
a  faithful  and  prayerful  investigation,  we  are  fully  persuaded 
of  the  truth  of  what  we  declare;  and  of  its  salutary  and 
happifying  influence  upon  mankind.  We  affectionately  in¬ 
vite  you  to  a  dispassionate  examination.  If  you  have  no 
interest  in  supporting  error,  and  we  are  well  persuaded  you 
can  have  no  genuine  interest,  why  shrink  from  exposing  your 
sentiments  for  public  investigation  ?  If  you  are  honest  seekers 
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alter  iniih,  wliy  unwilling  to  examine  all  things,  prove  all 
tilings,  that  you  may  hohJ  fast  that  which  is  good  T'  Permit 
us,  dear  friends,  to  exhort  you,  for  the  sake  of  your  dearest 
interest,  your  best  good,  to  give  the  sentiments  you  have 
(*s})oused,  as  well  as  all  others  presented  to  you,  a  close  and 
critical  examination,  prayerfully  comparing  them  with  the 
divine  word.  And  we  firmly  believe  you  will  be  undeceived, 
and  be  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  full  assurance,  that  (iod 
will  “’gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ;  both  which 
are  in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  the  earth,  even  in  him.” 

Finally — Brethren,  sisters,  and  friends,  may  (Iod  be  gra¬ 
ciously  pleased  to  direct  us  all  by  the  spirit  of  Heavenly 
Wisdom,  while  in  this  tabernacle,  and  give  us,  at  last,  “  a 
scat  among  them  that  are  sanctified.”  Amen. 

•  By  order,  Mathaniel  Stacy. 

(^Notice,  The  (icneral  Convention  of  Univcrsalists  ol 
the  New-Hngland  states  aiul  others,  will  be  holden  in  the 
village  of  (dinton,  town  of  Paris,  an<l  county  of  Oneida,  (N. 
V.)  on  the  third  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  September 
next. 


J^'^ew^York,  July  19,  1823. 

COIINER  STONE. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the  Corner  Stone,  of  the  Church 
now  building  by  The  Second  Sm  ietu  of  United  Christian 
Frlendsf  in  this  city,  took  place  on  Thursday  of  last  week, 
(the  day  first  appointed  being  unfavorable.)  The  exercises 
were  appropriate  and  interesting.  Br.  Mitchell  officiated 
on  this  occasion,  and  delivered  an  Address,  combining  both 
the  evidences  and  illustrations  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  as 
well  as  answering,  effectually,  the  objections  of  opposers  of 
the  truth,  that  ‘‘(rod  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of 
them  that  believe.”  A  large  number  attended,  and  the  ut¬ 
most  decorum  prevailed  to  the  end  of  the  exercises.  The 
following  arc  conics  of  the  Inscriptions  contained  in  the 
Corner  Stone ;  which  inscriptions  are  safely  deposited  as  a 
record  for  “  generations  to  come.” 

“To  the  Most  High,  the  only  living  and  true  Cod,  our 
heavenly  Father,  for  his  worship,  and  the  knowledge,  edifi¬ 
cation  and  happiness  of  all  men,  his  children  ;  We,  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  ‘  Second  Society  of  United  Christian  Friejids  in  the 
city  of  Jl'ew-Y^ork'  dedicate  and  build  this  house;  in  full  as¬ 
surance  of  His  countenance,  assistance  and  protection;  to 
whom  we  look,  now,  henceforth  and  for  ever,  for  all  things  ; 
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to  whom  l)C  the  ascriptions  of  power,  wisdom  and  ^lory. 
Jimen.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
18iJ3.  And  the  48th  year  of  the  Independence  of  our  be- 
Iovc(J  country.  Names  of  JYustees,  &c. 

“  The  Contjregation  who  huild  this  house,  inform  posterity, 
that  they  are  believers  in  the  doctrine  of  tlie  ‘restitution 
OF  ALL  THINGS.*’  hich  do(  trine  was  first  promulgated  in 
these  United  States  of  America,  by  our  brother  in  the  Lord, 
John  Murray,  who  landed  on  these  shores  from  England,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1772.  The  First  Society  of  this  Faith 
in  tliis  city,  now^  worship  in  the  Brick  Church  in  Duane- 
street,  of  w hie**  our  Brother  Edward  Mitchell  is  Pastor,  who 
assisted  in  laying  this  corner  stone,  July  10,  1823.” 

ATTOTPT  AT  COVVERSIO\. 

While  Mr.  Murray  was  a  member  of  Mr.  Whitefield’s 
church,  a  young  lady  was,  as  he  suj)posed,  deluded  by  the 
Universalists,  to  join  their  standard;  and  Mr.  M.  made  one 
of  a  commitU  e  to  visit  and  reclaim  her.  The  following  is 
his  ow  n  account  of  the  matter  : — 

The  y  oiing  lady  leccived  us  with  much  kindness  and  con¬ 
descension  ;  while,  as  1  glanced  my  eye  upon  her  fine  coun¬ 
tenance,  beaming  w  ith  intelligence,  mingled  pity  and  con¬ 
tempt  grew'  in  my  bosom.  After  the  first  ceremonies,  we 
sat  for  some  time  silent;  at  length  I  drew  up  a  heavy  sigh, 
and  uttered  a  pathetic  sentiment,  rt  lativc  to  the  deplorable 
condition  of  those  who  live  and  die  in  unbelief;  ana  I  con¬ 
cluded  a  violent  declamation,  by  pronouncing,  with  great 
earnc.stiieis^  lie  that  belincth  7ioU  shall  he  damned^ 

*•  And  pray,  sir,”  said  the  young  lady,  with  great  sweet¬ 
ness,  Pray,  sir,  w  hat  is  the  unbeliever  damned  for  not  be¬ 
lieving?!'' 

What  is  he  damned  for  not  believing  ?  ff  hy,  he  is  damned 
for  not  believing, 

“  But,  my  dear  sir,  1  asked  what  w’as  that  which  he  did 
not  Vielicve,  for  w  hich  he  w  as  damned  ?” 

Why,  for  not  believing  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  sure. 

“  I)o  you  mean  to  say,  that  unbelievers  are  damned  for 
not  believing  there  w'as  such  a  person  as  Jesus  Christ?” 

No,  1  do  not ;  a  man  may  believe  there  was  such  a  person, 
and  yet  be  damned. 

What  then,  sir,  must  he  believe,  in  order  to  avoid  dam¬ 
nation  ?*’ 

W  hy',  he  must  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  a  complete 
Saviour. 
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\Vcll,  suppose  he  were  to  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
the  complete  Saviour  of  others,  would  this  belief  save  him?*’ 

'  No,  he  must  believe  that  Christ  is  his  complete  Saviour; 
every  individual  must  believe  for  himself^  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
his  complete  Saviour, 

“  \Vhy,s  ir,  is  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour  of  any  unbelievers 

No,  madam. 

-Why,  then,  should  any  unbeliever  believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  his  Saviour,  if  he  be  not  his  Saviour 

1  say,  he  is  not  the  Saviour  of  any  one,  until  he  believes. 

-Then,  if  Jesus  be  not  the  Saviour  of  the  unbeliever  until 
he  heUeves^  the  unbeliever  is  called  upon  to  believe  a  lie.  It 
appears  to  me,  sir,  that  Jesus  is  the  complete  Saviour  of  loi- 
helievers  ;  and  that  unbelievers  are  called  upon  to  believe  the 
truth  ;  and  that,  by  believinjj:,  they  arc  savnl^  in  their  ouui  up- 
prehension^  from  all  those  dreadful  fears^  which  are  ronsecjuent 
upon  a  state  of  conscious  condemnation.” 

No,  madam  ;  you  an;  dreadfully,  I  trust  not  fatal^  misled. 
Jesus  never  was,  nor  never  will  be,  the  Saviour  of  any  un¬ 
believer. 

-  IJo  you  think  Jesus  is  your  Saviour,  sir  ?” 

I  hope  he  is. 

-  Were  you  alirays  a  believer,  sir  ?"* 

No,  madam. 

-  Then  you  were  once  an  unbeliever ;  that  is,  you  once 
believed  that  Jesus  Christ  was  not  your  Saviour.  Now,  as 
you  say%  he  never  irn.v,  nor  ever  7i'Ul  he,  the  Saviour  of  any 
'unheliever ;  as  you  were  once  an  unbeliever^  he  never  can  be 
your  Saviour.” 

II  c  never  was  my  Saviour  till  1  believed. 

-  Did  he  never  die  for  you  till  you  believed,  sir?*’ 

Hei  •c  I  was  extremely  embarrassed,  and  most  devoutly 
wl»lied  myself  out  of  her  habitation  ;  I  sighed  bitterly,  c  x- 
pressed  deep  commiseration  for  those  deluded  .'»ouls,  who 
had  nothing  but  head-knowledge;  drew  out  my  wateh,  d/.v- 
covired  itu'os  late;  and,  recollecting  an  engagement, obscTved 
it  was  time  to  take  leave. 

I  was  extremely  mortified  ;  the  y’oung  lady  observed  my 
confusion,  but  was  too  generous  to  pui>ue  Ik  r  triumph.  I 
arose  to  depart  ;  the  c  ompany  arose; ;  she  urged  us  to  tarry  ; 
addressed  each  of  us  in  the  language;  of  kindness.  Her 
c  ountenance  seemed  to  wear  a  resemblance;  cff  the  heaven 
which  she  contemplated  ;  it  was  stam|K*d  by  benignity  ;  and 
when  we  bade  her  adieu,  she  enriched  u«  by  her  pood 
wi^he^. 
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EVANGELICAL  KtrERTORV. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

There  has  lately  issued  from  the  press,  a  small  work,  on 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Immedinie  Happiness  of  all  Mm  at 
Deaths  by  the  ftev.  Charles  Hudson,  a  preacher  of  Univer¬ 
sal  Restoration,  which  is  recommended  to  the  perusal  of  our 
readers  as  an  able  refutation  of  the  opinion,  that  the  unright¬ 
eous  will  escape  all  punishment  for  their  crimes  but  such  as 
may  fall  to  their  lot  in  this  w^orld.  The  writer  of  this 
pamphlet  (which  may  be  had  at  the  bookstores,  price  12 
cents)  maintains,  with  much  scriptural  evidence  and  force 
of  argument,  that  a  chastisement,  proportionate  to  the  degree 
of  criminality,  will  overtake  the  offender,  before  he  can  be 
qualified  for  a  state  of  endless  felicity. 

Jl  Catechism  for  Yoan^  Children^  calculated  to  instruct 
them  in  piety  and  virtue,  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Dean,  is  just  pub¬ 
lished,  by  Charles  Crocker,  price  G  cts.  single,  a  hundred. 

Proposals  have  been  issued  at  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.  for  pub¬ 
lishing  a  paper,  entitled  “  The  Gospel  Inquirerf  devoted  to 
the  dissemination  of  the  doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation. 

POETRY. 

PSALM  XCIII.  God^  powerful  and  gracious. ~—~MOiiT:cosihJiW 

The  Lord  is  King; — upon  liis  throne, 

He  sits  in  garments  glorious ; 

Or  girds  for  war  his  armor  on, 

In  every  field  victorious ; 

The  world  came  forth  at  his  command ; 

Built  on  his  word,  its  pillars  stand  ; 

They  never  can  be  shaken. 

The  Lord  was  King  ere  time  began. 

His  reign  is  everlasting  ; 

When  high  the  floods  in  tumult  ran. 

Their  foam  to  heaven  up-casting, 

lie  made  the  raging  waves  his  path: 

The  sea  is  mighty  in  its  wrath. 

But  God  on  high  is  mightier. 

Thy  testimonies,  Lord,  are  sure  ; 

Thy  realm  fears  no  commotion. 

Firm  as  the  itarth,  whose  shores  endure 
The  eternal  toil  of  ocean. 

And  Thou  with  perfect  peace  W'ilt  bless 

Thy  faithful  flock  ; — for  holiness 
Becomes  thine  house  for  ever. 

The  Editor  of  this  paper  is  absent  on  a  visit  to  Troy  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  where  we  understand  a  Society  has  recently  been  established  under 
prospcTous  ciicumstances,  and  the  erection  of  a  New  House  of  worship  com¬ 
menced  with  the  prospect  of  being  speedily  finislicd. 
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